AAPT Executive Board Meeting
February 12, 2009
Chicago, IL
Hyatt Regency Chicago Hotel, Soldier Field Room
Members Present: Lila Adair, President; Harvey Leff, Past President; David Cook, Vice
President; Alex Dickison, President Elect; Steve Iona, Secretary; Paul Zitzewitz; Treasurer; Al
Gibson, Chair of Section Representatives; Mary Mogge, Vice Chair of Section Representatives;
Elizabeth Chesick, At-Large Member; Dwain Desbien, At-Large Member; Gordon Ramsey, AtLarge Member; Jan Tobochnik, Editor, American Journal of Physics (AJP); Karl Mamola,
Editor, The Physics Teacher (TPT)); Warren Hein, Executive Officer
Guests: Jack Hehn, John Layman, Len Jossem, Marie Plumb (incoming Board member), David
Sokoloff (incoming Board member), Roxanne Muller,
1. Welcome and Call to Order
President Adair called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and welcomed everyone.
2. Approval of Agenda
Leff moved and Desbien seconded approval of a modified agenda. The motion passed
unanimously.
3. Approval of Minutes
The Minutes from the October Meeting in College Park, MD were approved with slight
modifications. GR made the motion; KM seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
4. President Report
Adair referred to her report that thanked members of the Executive Board for their many
contributions to her while she served as President. She highlighted many of the Highs and Lows
during her presidency. She also pointed out that she is “looking forward to being pastpresident.”
Presidential appointments
2009 COGS –The committee will continue to look at the relationship between Sections/Section
Representatives and the National Office. Then the committee will look at the relationship
between Area Chairs/Committees and the National Office. Members are: Lila Adair (chair),
Alex Dickison, Steve Iona, Gordon Ramsey, Mary Mogge, Marina Milner-Bolotin.
2009 GRC – The committee is charged to edit and arrange for approval of the Officer Handbook.
It is possible that their work will lead to constitutional changes
Mary Beth Monroe (chair), Bernie Khoury, Ernie Behringer, Lila Adair, Steve Iona, Dwain
Desbien, Dick Peterson (consultant), Howard Voss (consultant)

Motion: The Vice Chair of the Section Representatives will no longer serve on the Review
Board. The motion was made by Adair and seconded by Cook. The motion passed
unanimously.
Motion: The Vice Chair of the Section Representatives will be added to serve on the Audit
Committee. The motion was made by Adair and seconded by Gibson. The motion passed
unanimously.
The Philanthropy Committee is to establish forms and to review applications for workshops,
conferences and travel. They are to make recommendations to the Board for approval of funds
to support workshops or travel. Adair appointed a committee member from the High School,
TYC, Undergraduate and International Committees.
Dwain Desbien - Undergraduate (chair) (2012), Jan Mader – HS (2012), Larry Ward – TYC
(2011), Bob Poel International) (2011).
Adair described the background of the AAPT Diversity Statement: She had met with the
National Society of Black Physicists (NSBP) and the National Society of Hispanic Physicists
(NSHP) to encourage membership and their involvement in the Greensboro AAPT meeting and
to encourage participation in other joint projects. She appointed a group of AAPT members to
develop a Diversity Statement. The group was unsuccessful in developing a statement for
AAPT. They did though develop a statement that has been used by APS. Currently, AAPT has
not endorsed the APS statement. In fact the Executive Board has found several faults with the
APS Statement. Adair presented a statement that AAPT could consider for adoption.
Comments from the Board included: suggesting the inclusion of the phrase “physics education”
and “K12.” Others wondered what the objective of approving a statement would be. Still others
pointed out that our actions speak louder than any statement regarding policies. Hein pointed out
that AAPT participates in many diversity related activities including the sponsoring Area
Committees on Women and Minorities. Dickison commented that we should omit sections of
the statement that charge others to do things. Sokoloff encouraged the Board to offer a short
statement that defines actions by AAPT. Cook specifically pointed out that the default
implication is wrong. Unless AAPT adopts some statement, the assumption is that we do not
support diversity. Dickison wondered if we approve a statement, what would be different. Leff
wondered if we checked the ethnicity of our contributing authors
J. Hehn noted that the SPS statement on Future Faces of Physics was difficult to compose
because they do not have much diversity. He also pointed out that AIP has a Liaison Committee
on Underrepresented minorities.
The discussion was tabled until later. See #20.
5. President-Elect’s Report / Dickison
Dickison encouraged the Board to review the pages regarding the EORC visit with NSF. He
wished that others had heard what we had heard at NSF. He also commented that he felt that
AAPT has a good relationship with NSF.

6. Secretary Report
Iona announced the election results: Marie Plumb, TYC Member at Large; David Sokoloff,
President-elect; Steve Iona, Secretary.
A withdrawal of $100,000 was approved via an electronic vote handled by Hein.
Iona thanked Hein for highlighting several items that had not been followed up on from recent
Board meetings.
Iona also reported that the Council will be voting on adding new Sections: St. Louis, Southern
Nevada, Quebec, and Mexico.
7. Treasurer’s Report / Zitzewitz
Zitzewitz pointed out that withdrawals from the Long Term Reserve (LTR) and market losses
significantly reduced the balance in the LTR into 2009. Transfers/withdrawals = $1.2 million,
Unrealized loss = $1.3 million. December 31, 2007 balance = $5.9 million, December 31, 2008
balance = $3.3 million.
Currently the Association has been putting some designated funds (e.g., Fuller, Lotze, etc) in
Short Term Reserve (STR) and will shift them to the LTR at some later time.
Following a meeting with the Investment Advisory Board and representatives from TIAA-CREF,
the current allocation proportions: 50% equity, 20% real estate, 30% bonds will continue. The
outlook appears to show similar national weak market conditions through 2009 (e.g., DOW
8000-9000). Zitzewitz reminded the Board that the 2009 Budget is based on an assumption of
18% gain in membership and that the budget was passed with a deficit $373k without investment
losses.
Hein commented that already in 2009, we have had two staff leave, so $75-100k in salary and
benefits may be saved. Ramsey asked about the effect on Office operations with staff leaving.
Hein responded that the Communications Department has restructured some of its graphic design
work and that one person who left could work on a freelance basis.
Hein added that the programs do require additional membership. He will be encouraging Section
Representatives to promote membership. He has also set up a membership recruitment webpage
for materials, pod cast, and PowerPoint. He is interested in rebating money to Sections for
enrolling more new Full Members. This could serve as an incentive for recruitment. Gibson
commented that his experience is that most who attend Section Meetings are already AAPT
members. Hein encouraged Gibson to use those members to find new members. Desbien
commented that he saw advantages in membership growth from the Associate Membership level.
Hein added that we ought to encourage Affiliates to become recognized and claim incentive
funds based on their level of activity.

8. Financial Report / Hein, Zitzewitz
Hein reported that to close the 2007 books required about $80k. Currently, the Association has
paid all bills. He also reported that about $200k has been added to STR based on journal and
NSF income.
9. Executive Officer Report / Hein
Hein indicated his pleasure with M. Gardner and M. Brosnan as recent hires in the Office.
He also indicated that the recent retreat with staff seemed to be regarded in a very positive light
by the staff. He is interested in having the staff participate in some strategic planning and to
emphasize teamwork within office.
For 2009, most staff received a 3% average salary raise. Hein indicated that he personally took a
5% decrease to assure this.
The 2008 Audit has started with a preliminary teleconference with the Audit Committee and the
auditors. The 2009 budget has been entered into the financial software package Solomon so that
the Board can expect monthly YTD progress reports.
Hein commented on the following activities:
• The Topical Conference on Advanced Labs as part of the Ann Arbor Meeting has a large
planning committee under the direction of Randy Peterson. They have submitted a NSF
grant.
• NSTA Strand days at Charlotte, Cincinnati, and Portland Hein indicated that local
Sections are taking a leadership role with these programs.
• The staff has been working on two New Faculty Workshops (NFWs).
• A NFW reunion is scheduled as part of APS meeting March 2009.
• The initial IPhO exam has been completed to identify the top 400 students. The staff used
a differential pricing structure: pdf vs., WebAssign vs. paper
• AAPT has established a MOU with AIP regarding fund raising for IPhO. AIP has
guaranteed $40k vs. $75k applied in 2008 (Note: the AAPT direct cost = $150k)
• The Physics Bowl is encouraging additional participation. Like the IPhO, the Physics
Bowl will be using a differentiated pricing structure using WebAssign vs. PDF vs. paper.
Hein formally thanked John Risley for his discount pricing options for AAPT.
• He announced that there will be SPIN-UP Regional Workshops. Ruth Howes is the
director and 4 sites with 20 institutions per site are planned.
• The PTRA Program is seeking a no cost extension from NSF to finish funds through the
summer.
• The TYC proposal to NSF is scheduled for May 2009 under CCLI.
• The Board was reminded of the joint Doubling Initiative (AAPT/AIP-SPS/APS).
• Regarding PhysTEC II, Hein commented that he had a good meeting with Ted Hodapp
and each have a better understanding of the AAPT perspective and role within the project
including funds for staff people.
• Valerie Evans has developed a Departmental Affiliation brochure.
• It turns out that a monthly dues payment requires software that is incompatible with
AAPT financial package.

•
•

The Role Qualifications and Education of High School Physics Teacher document has
been sent to the to Publications Committee
The trial of bundling TPT with Physics Today was not successful and yielded very few
new memberships.

Hein reminded the Board about several uncompleted items:
• The AAPT Executive Board authorizes the launch of the Bernard Khoury, Physics for
All Award. The Awards Committee is asked to develop an explicit set of criteria for
this award, and the Executive Officer is charged to start a fundraising campaign to
support the award.
• The Executive Officer should prepare a 1-2 page prospectus to circulate to the
Executive Board regarding the Teaching Assistant Forum. The prospectus should then
be sent to Duncan McBride, NSF Program Officer, for review and possible funding.
(It was not clear from the minutes whether or not this motion was approved.)
• Two designated sub-accounts should be established in the Long Term Reserve: one
for future health benefits for retirees and one for lifetime memberships. The 36 funds
to populate these accounts will be transferred from non-designated funds and
determined actuarially.
Dickison commented on an initiative from Carl Wenning that seems to have been submitted to
Area Committees for endorsements. AAPT Area Committees do not endorse proposals or
programs. Iona asked then for clarification on which good ideas from AAPT members can be
submitted to NSF.
It was pointed out that members with ideas should come to AAPT (Warren Hein) and then Area
Committees or the Executive Board can become involved in evaluating and submitting the
proposals.
This implies that Hein should talk with Carl Wenning about whether his proposal could be an
AAPT program. J. Hehn pointed out that it is important that AAPT not compete with its
members for proposals, but instead AAPT ought to work to link people and ideas together.
Ramsey reminded the Board that AAPT cannot be in the business of endorsing member grants.
So it is important that members know the process and procedure within AAPT for grant
approval. Dickison commented that some members might be reluctance to come to AAPT.
Their concern is that AAPT will take all the “gravy,”(much as we have felt in working with some
other organizations on joint projects.)
Ramsey and Hein will contact Carl Wenning.
J. Hehn encouraged AAPT to develop a procedure regarding grant endorsements and letters of
support.
10. Open Session Motions following Executive Session.

The Executive Board authorizes Hein to begin negotiations with Karl Mamola and
Appalachian State University to determine budgetary impact to AAPT to have Mamola
continue as editor and ASU to host for the editorial offices for The Physics Teacher.
Following the negotiations, the Executive Board must review the contracts for approval.
Cook formally made the motion, Ramsey offered a second. The motion passed
unanimously.
The Executive Board authorizes Hein to begin negotiations with Jan Tobochnik and
Kalamazoo College to determine budgetary impact to AAPT to have Tobochnik continue
as editor and Kalamazoo to host for the editorial offices for The American Journal of
Physics. Following the negotiations, the Executive Board must review the contracts for
approval.
Cook formally made the motion, Ramsey offered a second. The motion passed
unanimously.
The Executive Board approved a one-year extension for Warren Hein’s contract as
Executive Officer. Adair made the motion. Gibson offered a second. The motion passed
unanimously.
Friday, February 13
Hyatt Regency Chicago Hotel - Solider Field Room
Guests: Len Jossem, Bernie Khoury, Ted Hodapp, Roxanne Muller, Valerie Evans, Marilyn
Gardner, John Layman
11. Miscellaneous Items
Len Jossem shared a collection of documents from the ICPE Connecting Research in Physics
Education with Teacher Education.
12. Communications Department Report / Gardner
Gardner reported that the AAPT Annual Review was published and bundled with Physics
Today. (There were some questions whether AIP bundles the Report for members who hold
multiple members in Member Societies.)
Gardner reported on the Website redesign including improvements in the following:
• Calendar of events and deadlines
• New teacher resource page added to Physics Store
• Membership recruitment resources
She also commented on the following:
• David Cook was thanked for his contributions to many updated forms
• Scitation allows more interactive experiences for subscribers
• Advertising income (outsource to AIP) increased $20,000+
• Linda Dylla helps with linkage at AIP public relations and Google Alert
• The Board was asked if any wished to be notified when experts are needed for media
interviews

13. Membership Department Report / Evans
Valerie Evans reported that the Membership Department is participating in an aggressive
outreach program with other organizations (e.g., NSTA). She will be seeking Departmental
Affiliates and student members. Likewise, she is aggressively following up on lapsed members
(recently, 450 follow-up lead to 150 renewals)
She pointed out that the New Teacher Handbook is a best seller from the store. AAPT used
money from the New Teacher Fund to give away New Teacher HB with new teacher
memberships.
Following up on a question from Leff, Evans commented that the joining rate from the trial
memberships has not been large. We lose most of these as well as most student memberships.
Gibson pointed out that as a result of the IPhO, AAPT gives out about 400-500 students
memberships. J. Hehn was delighted to see interest in undergraduate student members. He
encouraged AAPT to continue to work with SPS (SPS members given free memberships through
AIP.) He indicated that there are approximately 200-300 SPS AAPT members and they
generally rollover to become full members.
14. PhysTEC Report / Hodapp
Ted Hodapp reported that the PhysTEC II grant is still under review at NSF. He along with J.
Hehn and W. Hein will have an article published soon in Physics Today regarding the PhysTEC
program.
He reported on the following:
• The University of Idaho and Arizona State are eliminating their teacher preparation
programs.
• The Fifth PTEC Conference is planned prior to March APS Meeting.
• PhysTEC has established a connection with the land grant colleges and universities
association.
• The National Taskforce on Teacher Preparation (a joint AAPT, APS, AIP program)
continues with their site visits seeking information about best practices in teacher
preparation with a report due in Spring 2010.
• PhysTEC is planning on producing two books: One will be a scholarly publication on
teacher preparation and a second book regarding the “nuts and bolts or a how to book” on
teacher preparation.
• APS sponsors Noyce Scholarships with PhysTEC institutions
• APS is seeking grants to work with PhysTEC teachers (AAPT will be the lead)
• APS is sponsored a Graduate Education Conference January 2009 with a report to be
expected by May 1.
• Cherry Murray, APS President, is seeking ways to outreach to minorities. She has
championed a statement on diversity, and she recognizes the need to increase the number
of BS, Masters and PhD, earned by minorities. Ted welcomed AAPT into the
conversation.
15. Fundraising Report / Burgess

Krystal Burgess reported that the year-end appeal was successful using reply cards and dues
check off. Iona pointed out that in 2007, we received one donation of about $200k with a total
appeal collection of $256k from about 430 donors. In 200, we received $141k from 388 donors
implying that most individual donors are giving more. The JD Jackson appeal has raised about
$33k.
AAPT will be promoting a major appeal for the IPhO. Burgess has developed a proposal
template for giving by foundations.
16. New Area Committee Chair Orientation Report / Dickison
Dickison commented on the high quality of the new Area Committee Chairs. He pointed out that
several were running workshops during the meeting, so attendance at the Area Chair Orientation
was smaller than usual.
He thanked Leff for the development of a format used by the Review Committee. His work on
the rubric provides additional direction and expectations for Committees beyond just meeting
planning. Dickison ended by thanking D. Cook and R. Muller for their help in revising the Area
Chair Handbook.
Ramsey asked about how the Vice Chair program was working. Dickson responded indicating
widespread success.
17. TYC Report / Desbien
Desbien reported that the TYC community will hold a follow up to the TYC New Faculty
Workshop at the Ann Arbor meeting. There will be participant sharing sessions. The TYC
Committee would like to hold a Topical Conference as part of the Portland Meeting.
The community is expanding its writing for TPT and will be holding a “Getting Published”
session. They are also providing a CD of how-to’s as part of NSF grant writing for TYC.
He again reminded the Board that too often “college” only refers to the four-year college
community to the exclusion of the TYC.
Desbien moved that the Executive Board approve a workshop sponsored by the Two-Year
College as part of the Portland meeting. Iona seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.
18. Marketing Report / Lapps
Melissa Lapps reported on the Marketing Department’s outreach efforts for teachers who
attended the NSTA meetings, the Texas Section meeting, SPS, and the NFW.
She bemoaned the inability to link specific efforts associated with these efforts and membership
applications. There is no tracking mechanism in place to do this.
She has been in communication with Sargent Welch/Cenco regarding linking membership with
purchases.
She commented that she is interested in developing a brochure regarding “why get a physics
degree.”

19. ComPADRE Report / Mason
Ramsey made a motion to
Encourage Bruce Mason to prepare a NSDL Pathways II grant as part of 2009 NSF
funding cycle. The grant should be submitted to the Board by April 1 for approval.
Adair seconded the motion; it passed unanimously.
Monday, February 16
Hyatt Regency Chicago Hotel - Solider Field Room
Guests: Marilyn Gardner, Roxanne Muller, Cerena Cantrell, Tiffany Hays, Richard Peterson,
Valerie Evans, Marina Milner Bolotin, Jack Hehn
20. Diversity Statement
The Board approved the Diversity Statement. The motion was made by Mamola and
seconded by Ramsey. The motion passed unanimously.
AAPT Diversity Statement
The American Association of Physics Teachers is committed to making physics more accessible
to everyone. We support efforts to encourage greater participation of members of all underrepresented groups in every part of the physics community. We strive along with other
organizations engaged in physics and physics education – government agencies, K-12
institutions, colleges and universities, national laboratories and industry -- to provide open access
and employment opportunities to all without discrimination.
21. Recognitions
Adair presented Gordon Ramsey with a plaque to honor his contributions as the official host for
the AAPT Meeting in Chicago.
Adair recognized the contributions of Alan Gibson, Dwain Desbien and Harvey Leff on the
Executive Board during her presidency.
22. Chicago Debriefing / Cook
Cook reported that we offered 63 sessions, 23 workshops (13of the original 36 workshops were
cancelled) as part of the Winter Meeting.
He suggested posting “default” signs regarding the use of photography of participants. This will
allow the use of photographs taken during the meeting without acquiring individual releases
from those photographed.
Cook reported on the following plans for the 2009 Ann Arbor Meeting:
• Advanced Lab and TYC NFW sessions prior to meeting
• 75 sessions planned, 23 workshops; he will be seeking additional involvement and
recognition of HS teachers during the meeting

•
•

One session by NSBP/NSHP
One session by APS-DPP

Cook moved and Zitzewitz seconded the following motion. It passed unanimously.
To honor the many contributions of H. Richard Crane, former President of AAPT and
physicist dedicated to helping all who are curious about “How Things Work,” the
Executive Board approves a named session for Dr. Crane at its Ann Arbor Summer
Meeting 2009.
Cook made the following motion:
To authorize the Ann Arbor planning group to allow Charles Holbrow to give two invited
talks. Gibson seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.
Cook thanked Lynda Dylla and Marilyn Gardner for their help in updating the many online
forms associated with meeting planning.
Zitzewitz pointed out that the Advanced Lab proposal has been sent to NSF ($50k) and the
feedback on the proposal seems good. Duncan McBride is an invited speaker for the Conference
and vendors seem willing to help support conference. This topical conference will encourage
participants to bring apparatus and posters and will encourage vendors give workshops. The
anticipated audience is approximately 130 people.
Dickison sought clarification about vendor support for the Advanced Laboratory Topical
Conference. He reminded the Board that previously the TYC came to the Board with an awards
program that involved vendor support and it was rejected.
Desbien added that he thought that it was inappropriate for any group within AAPT to
independently contact vendors outside of the National Office (e.g., The National Office sought
support for the Photo Contest). He felt that this was an issue and that AAPT and the Executive
Board needs to act consistently.
Hein pointed out that the Board supports fundraising for the PTRA
Sokoloff considered it an issue of competition. Adair thought that the issue should go to the
GRC. Leff encouraged the group to develop a mechanism and that the resolution belongs in the
Handbook.
Cook pointed out a request from the Minorities Committee to accommodate the NSHP/NSBP.
The NSBP meeting in February 2009 will overlap of the AAPT during the workshop days. Cook
asked if it was okay to explore possibilities of offering plenaries or other special programs on
this traditionally workshop only days. He pointed out that he thought that it would be
logistically very difficult to accommodate them. Hein pointed out that APS might be able to
offer a session to accommodate them during those times. Dickison reminded the Board that
Sunday is filled with AAPT related meetings including Publications, and Section
Representatives.
Cook wondered what is the minimum number of participants to afford offering a workshop?

Historically, AAPT has jointly sponsored sessions at the APS April meetings. The notification
about possibilities came too late for AAPT to participate in 2009
In Ann Arbor, the Board will be invited to meet with the APS-FEd. J. Hehn reminded the Board
that there are two positions on the FEd that AAPT appoints. He encouraged the Board to be
more involved with the actions of these appointments.

