
Carl E. Mungan, Professor of Physics

U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis MD

Invited Talk DB02 25 July 2017 Cincinnati OH

AAPT Summer Meeting Going Public: How to Get Published



2



5

1. Motivations for Writing Broadly

• It’s enjoyable.

• It helps you better understand physics.

• Your article can generate interest in 
a topic.

David Mermin was once told that he writes about 
things in a way that makes people think those 
things are interesting even though they are not.
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2. Sources of Inspiration

• Read pedagogical journals regularly.

• Listen to your students.

• Listen to your colleagues.

• Simplify complicated topics.
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3. Nature of the Audience

• Assume your readers have a broad 
assortment of backgrounds and 
interests.

• Put yourself in your readers’
shoes. It’s not about how smart 
you are.

• What are you being paid to do 
when it really comes down to it?
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4. Organizing a Paper along a Storyline

• You can either win or lose your 
readers on the first page.

• Physics is a voyage of discovery. 
The journey is at least as 
important as the destination.

• Sequence your article.
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5. Contrast between Research and 
Pedagogical Articles

• Educational articles need to be simple, 
clear, and brief.

• Research may proceed by LPUs and self 
promotion, but those aren’t the goals 
of education.

• What’s the point?
• References are not there merely to 

show you know your field and to pad 
the impact factors of possible referees.

• Be on the alert for journals in which to 
publish educational articles.
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Example citation in the first few lines 
of a research article:

Electron-doped and hole-doped 
BaFe2As2 compounds are among the 
most intensively studied systems of 
IBS families [3–12]. 

(from Physical Review B, July 2017)
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Some unusual journals in which I have 
published pedagogy:

•

•

•
•
•
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6. Use of Effective Diagrams, 
Applications, and Demonstrations

• Use figures that can tell a story at a 
glance.

• A creative application or demonstration 
can sell an entire paper.
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7. Making Time and Energy to Write

• What are you waiting for?

Peter de Vries said, “I write when 
I’m inspired, and I see to it that 
I’m inspired at nine o’clock every 
morning.”

• Don’t always go it alone.
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My pedagogical co-authors:

•
•
•
•

•

•
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email: mungan@usna.edu
web: usna.edu/Users/physics/mungan/
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